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Needlestick and other sharps injuries are a key Canadian public health issue, 
affecting 70,000 people per year and costing some dollar 140 million. A safety 
program at Toronto East General Hospital--focusing on blood collection and 
patient injection--achieved an 80% reduction in injuries within one year (from 
41 in 2003 to eight in 2004), with blood collection injuries eliminated 
entirely. 
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Collaboration is a key element to success in the provision of sustainable and 
integrated healthcare services. Among the many initiatives undertaken to improve 
service quality and reduce costs, collaboration among hospitals in Ontario has 
been difficult to achieve; however, voluntary collaboration is vital to 
achieving transformation of the magnitude envisioned by system leaders. 
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Little is known about the current status of hospitalized patients' perceptionsof safety 
or what affects them. This study analyzes safety ratings data of more than 600,000 
patients. After describing how patients rate their safety in US acute care hospitals, 
we delineate the greatest opportunities for improving patient experiences of safety in 
hospitals. In addition, we offer practical strategies for planning improvements in 
safety-related elements of care from the 
patient's perspective. 
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The purpose of this pilot study was to determine whether using dimensional analysis 
as the method of mathematical computation could reduce nursing medication 
calculation errors.  
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Hspitals educate patients to reduce medical errors, improve patient safety. 
Educating patients on the effective use of the health care system is sweeping 
through the nation's hospitals as the effort to reduce medical errors and 
improve patient safety takes another step to incorporate the team approach. 
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